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CAERPHILLY COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO: STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
DATE: 14TH NOVEMBER 2018

SUBJECT: HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2019

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To note the date and theme of Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2019.

BACKGROUND

Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) takes place on 27 January each year and is a time to
remember the millions of people murdered during the Holocaust, under Nazi Persecution
and in the genocides which followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.

Holocaust Memorial Day is a time to learn the lessons of the past and recognise that
genocide does not just take place on its own - it's a steady process which can begin if
discrimination, racism and hatred are not checked and prevented.

The aims of HMD is a demonstration of how the lessons of the past can inform our lives
today and ensure that everyone works together to create a safer, better future. Each year
thousands of activities take place for HMD, bringing people from all backgrounds together to
learn lessons from the past in creative, reflective and inspiring ways. From schools to
libraries, workplaces to local authorities, HMD activities offer a real opportunity to honour the
experiences of people affected by the Holocaust and genocide, and challenge ourselves to
work for a safer, better future.

The theme for 2019 is ‘Torn from home’

Torn from home encourages audiences to reflect on how the enforced loss of a safe place
to call ‘home’ is part of the trauma faced by anyone experiencing persecution and genocide.
‘Home’ usually means a place of safety, comfort and security. HMD 2019 will reflect on what
happens when individuals, families and communities are driven out of, or wrenched from
their homes, because of persecution or the threat of genocide, alongside the continuing
difficulties survivors face as they try to find and build new homes when the genocide is over.
HMD 2019 will include marking the 25th anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda, which
began in April 1994. HMD activity organisers may particularly want to acknowledge this
milestone anniversary and reflect on how this theme impacts on members of the Rwandan
community.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. To receive and consider the date and theme of Holocaust Memorial Day 2019.

2. To consider SACRE involvement in local HMD commemorations.



